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writes to Clement VI. Stephen Dushan, the Serbian
Emperor, precisely because he aspires to a rule which at
least in the Balkans shall be universal, will for his part also
affect an enthusiasm for the Union which, as he thinks,
will win for him from the Pope the dignity of leadership in
the Crusade as well as subsidies and reinforcements. The
personal faith of John V Palaeologus, himself half-Latin
through his mother Anne of Savoy, is beyond question, but
all that he could do when in 1369 he visited Pope Urban V
in Rome was to offer his individual 'conversion'. The terrible
disasters of the years 1422 to 1430 brought John VIII and
the representatives of the Greek Church to Florence, and it
was in that city on 6 July 1439, after emotional debates in
which the best Byzantine theologians together with the
Patriarch Joseph participated, that there was signed that
Act of Union which is to-day exhibited in the rotunda of the
Laurentiana. The Union of Florence was to lead on 10
November 1444 to the catastrophe of Varna, while it also
failed to preserve religious unity, for no sooner had the
delegates of the Greek Church returned to their congrega-
tions than they were met by the reprobation of the monks
and of the people. Many of the signatories withdrew their
consent to the Union. But it remains a great religious
transaction: it is on the basis of that Act of Union that to-day
several millions of Oriental Christians arc united with Rome.
These 'Uniates' are particularly numerous in the Ukraine
and in Transylvania, while in Greek territory the movement
towards union with Rome has of recent years been slow and
difficult, opposed, as it is, by a public sentiment which is
inspired by the rancours and bitterness of the centuries.
Still Rome never ceases to encourage Uniate propaganda:
to each of the separate Eastern Churches it presents a
Church which, while it acknowledges the supremacy of the
Pope, yet retains the liturgy, the language, and, so far as
possible, the customs and the costume of the national
Church. Thus the Holy See is ever multiplying its conces-
sions to the Byzantine tradition. In the matter of language
it is almost as liberal as East Rome itself. The canonist
Balsamon in the thirteenth century refused to exclude any
language from liturgical use. To-day Catholics of the so-